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An update from the Manager’s 

desk…. 
 
 

By Judy Harper, Project Manager  
 



 

Law Week 2006 
 
March was a very busy 
month for CJSN with 
Law Week events 
happening all around 
the state. 
 
In the Southern region, 
events were centred on 
Wollongong Court for 
the third year, with the 
launch of law week and 
the Aboriginal Art 
Exhibition. 
 
Art work from 
prominent artists across 
the region was 
displayed throughout the courthouse, 
including our own Emma Strickland. Emma 
was also invited to exhibit at State 
Parliament’s reconciliation wall exhibition 
as the only artist from the Shoalhaven.  
Emma was a client of CJSN in 2004 and 
discovered traditional art following a 

successful Youth Justice Conference with 
the support of CJSN.  
 
Monday 27th was Expo day with CJSN 
participating with an info stall, along with 
many other agencies. There was much  
interest in our new “ Getting arrested what 
to do “ DVD from passers by.  
 
CJSN also hosted an information seminar 
for lawyers on Wednesday 29th.  Guest 

speakers included IDRS Specialist Solicitor 
Peter McGhee , CJSN Manager Judy Harper 
and DADHC Psychologist Doug Payne.  
 
There has been much positive feedback 
from those who attended and further 
requests for  Peters’ discussion paper, in 
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relation intellectual disability and the law. 
Copies of the paper are available. If you 
would like a copy please call Karen on  44 
642 733  and a  copy can be emailed or 
posted. 
 
This is the second year that CJSN has 
focussed on lawyer information during law 
week and produced an info kit for lawyers. 
Recent amendments to S32 (Mental health 
act) and new case studies were 
incorporated into the kit. We hope to 
update information and resources for local 
lawyers each year during law week through 
info kits and seminars. Again, if you would 
like a free ‘Intellectual Disability and the 
Law‘ information kit, we’d love to send you 
one. 
 
CJSN Southern Office will be relocating in 
the coming few months but all our contact 
information will remain the same during 
the interim period.  
 
Our southern region covers the Illawarra, 
Shellharbour, Kiama and Shoalhaven LGA’s . 
We are currently providing court support 
mostly at Wollongong, Nowra and Port 
Kembla courts but would like to support 
more people from the southern Shoalhaven, 
especially Aboriginal people with 
intellectual disabilities.   
 
We also provide information sessions and 
training to groups of people with 
intellectual disabilities and to police, court 
staff and various agencies. We would 
welcome the opportunity to visit your 
workplace. Topics include: Intellectual 
disability- what is it ? ; Rights of PWID; 
What to do if you are arrested; Court 
processes; Communication and 

interviewing techniques and volunteer 
training.  
 
CJSN is seeking expressions of interest from 
agencies interested in establishing a regional 
criminal justice interagency. It is envisaged that 
the interagency would link into existing forums 
such as court user forums and council/ disability 
inter-agencies. The aim is to facilitate better 
information and referral pathways between legal 
and human services. 
If anyone is interested in participating in the first 
meeting, please contact Karen for more 
information on 02 44 642 733, karen@idrs.org.au 

 
By Karen Morrow  

Regional Coordinator – South 





 

Hunter CJSN Volunteer News 
 
Hunter CJSN welcomes new volunteer 
Yvonne McDonald to help out at busy 
Maitland Court. Yvonne heard about CJSN 
through her daughter who attended 
training and told her mother “this would be 
perfect for you”.  Yvonne has many years 
experience in the community sector and 
she and her partner are active in The 
Salvation Army. 
 
Yvonne is now ready, willing and equipped 
for court supports at Maitland, Raymond 
Terrace and Newcastle. 
 
Friday 11 August - Training for Hunter 
Volunteers 
  

Register your interest in attending now 
Topic: providing support for a victim of 
sexual assault.  

 
Presenter:  Ms Karen Willis 

mailto:karen@idrs.org.au
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Manager NSW Rape Crisis Centre 
Location: at University House 
 300 King St., Newcastle 2300 
 
Friday 1 September - Morning tea for 
Hunter Volunteers 

 
The first Friday of each month at 
10.30 is morning tea drop in Level 2, 
University House. 
 
Location: in the conference room 
Level 2, “around the back” of the  
lifts near the lecture theatres. 
 
This is a chance for volunteers to 
exchange information, pick up new 
forms, talk about supports, meet new 
volunteers and enjoy sweet and 
savoury yummies. 

 

 By Sally Chopping  

Regional Coordinator - Hunter  
 
 



 

Community Conferencing for Young 

Adults 
 
I recently had the opportunity to support 
an offender who was participating in the 
Community Conferencing for Young Adults 
Trial. This trial is currently attached to 
Liverpool Local Court and Tweed Heads 
Local Court, with the hope that it may be 
extended if it is successful. This is the first 
time CJSN had been involved with an adult 
conference, and we learned a lot about the 
process. We hope to do more supports for 
the trial in the future.  
 

The conferencing trial is only available to 
young offenders who are 18-24 (or were 
that age when the offence was committed).  
To be eligible, the offender must be facing 
a gaol sentence, and they must have 
admitted or been found guilty of the 
offence. However, the trial is not available 
for people who are facing serious charges 
such as malicious wounding or infliction of 
grievous bodily harm, stalking or 
intimidation, child prostitution and child 
pornography, domestic violence and 
offences involving a firearm. Offenders are 
also not eligible if they have previously 
committed a serious offence. 
 
The aim of the conference is to bring 
together offenders and victims, police 
officers, support people and any others 
affected by the offence with a facilitator, 
to discuss what happened and the harm 
caused to others as a result of the offence. 
An ‘Intervention Plan’ is then developed for 
the offender. The Intervention Plan may 
include things like: an apology, reparation 
to the victim, community service, 
participation in a relevant program such as 
rehabilitation, and other ways to address 
the harm caused. The objective of the 
‘Intervention Plan’ is to assist offenders in 
addressing their offending behaviour and 
reintegrate into the community. 
 
I attended the conference with the 
offender, his mother and brother, the police 
officer involved in the matter, and a 
victim’s representative. The process of the 
conference goes in 4 steps:  

 What happened 
 Who was affected 
 What can be done to make up for 

what happened 
 Writing the Intervention Plan.  
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Each person at the conference is expected 
to participate in each step, giving their 
point of view on each of those issues. The 
offender is required to give a full, detailed 
account of what happened leading up to 
the offence, and this can be quite 
confronting. One of my roles was to 
facilitate understanding, communication 
and participation of the person with 
intellectual disability during the whole 
process. Another role was to ensure that 
the offender understood the 
recommendations being put forward for the 
‘Intervention Plan’ and could meet these 
requirements if the plan was accepted.  
 
This was an interesting process to be 
involved with, because the role of a support 
person is more active than in court. The 
support person is expected to facilitate 
communication much more and even 
provide some advocacy and speak on the 
person’s behalf. This is quite different to 
our usual court support role, and it was a 
good opportunity to learn about the trial 
and see how independent support people 
can make a difference.  
 
I believe the conference made the offender 
realise how his behaviour had affected 
others, and this is a really positive outcome 
if it reduces the likelihood of him re-
offending. It was good for a support person 
to be there to ensure that he understood 
the process and that he could meet the 
requirements of the ‘Intervention Plan’.  
 
CJSN is hoping to meet with the 
administrator of the Community 
Conferencing for Young Adults Trial, to 
further discuss how we may assist people 
with intellectual disabilities who are 

participating in conferences, either as 
offenders or victims. 
As the Young Adult Community 
Conferencing trial seems to have similar 
aims and processes to Youth Justice 
Conferencing, CJSN in the process of 
developing some guidelines around the 
support role for both adult and youth 
justice conferences. We are also planning 
to run some short workshops in the future, 
for people who would like to provide 
support at adult or youth justice 
conferences. When the guidelines and 
workshops are ready, we will get in contact 
with everyone who may be interested in 
participating.   
 

 By Terri Rosenthal  

Regional Co-coordinator - Sydney  
 
 



 

Volunteer Story 
 
At the beginning of 2003 I commenced an 
Arts/Science degree at Melbourne 
University. But by the end of 2003, I felt I 
really needed a change as I wasn’t enjoying 
Uni and I was really keen to travel. So after 
spending a year travelling up and down the 
east coast of Australia in 2004, I ended up 
in beautiful Newcastle and decided I 
wanted to live here. I really wanted to go 
back to uni but I couldn’t decide what I 
wanted to do. I had always had a passion 
for psychology but at the same time, I had 
been interested in law. When I was 
choosing course preferences at Newcastle 
University, I couldn’t decide which one I 
would rather do. But on looking up 
postgraduate courses I discovered Forensic 
Psychology, a discipline combining law with 
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psychology. So I started a Bachelor of 
Psychology at Newcastle University with 
the intention to apply for postgraduate 
studies in Forensic Psychology on 
completion of my four year degree. 
 At the end of my first year at 
Newcastle, I saw an advertisement for 
volunteers at CJSN on the psychology 
notice board. I was really enthusiastic to 
gain some experience in my field of interest 
and thought CJSN would be a great start. 
After completing the course to become a 
volunteer, I was undecided about whether 
it was something I really wanted to pursue, 
but thought it would be a great experience 
none-the-less.  
 My first court support on June the 
22nd was with a young girl, Amanda, who 
suffers from Atypical Autism and had been 
charged with shoplifting. I was pleased that 
I was able to meet with Amanda before her 
court appearance to introduce myself and 
help her to feel a bit more at ease. On the 
day of her court hearing, Amanda was very 
nervous and said she was very grateful that 
I was there with her. Upon arriving at court 
it was very confusing finding out where you 
were supposed to be with so many people 
waiting for their cases to be heard and the 
huge line for legal aid! But eventually, 
Amanda and I were able to get an interview 
with a solicitor from legal aid who would 
represent Amanda in court which reassured 
Amanda of what to expect and what the 
likely outcome would be.   
 After waiting for a few hours, it was 
our turn. I was surprised at how quickly the 
magistrate came to his decision and 
thankfully, it was the best possible 
outcome for Amanda. Amanda is to appear 
before the Community Panel on the 26th of 
July where the number of hours and type of 
community service Amanda must do will be 

established. The Community Panel will be 
conducted like a job interview.  They try to 
determine the level of remorse individuals 
have for their actions and it will give 
Amanda the opportunity to tell her story 
and explain why she did what she did. 
Before Amanda appears before the 
Community Panel, it is important that we 
meet up and prepare so she is clear on 
what is expected of her. If Amanda 
completes the required amount of 
community service it is likely that she will 
not impose a conviction on her criminal 
record. After completing her community 
service, Amanda will appear before the 
court again on the 21st of September were 
the final outcome of her case will be 
decided. 
 My first court support was a great 
experience and one that I really enjoyed. 
Amanda was a fantastic client and I was 
very appreciative to have such a 
cooperative, bubbly and attentive person 
with me. CJSN fills a vital gap in the legal 
system. Helping intellectually challenged 
people through what can be an 
overwhelming and intimidating process is 
very important to ensure that justice is 
preserved in our legal system. I am 
honoured to volunteer for CJSN and look 
forward to fulfilling this role for years to 
come.   
 

By Kelly – CJSN Volunteer, Hunter 
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MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The next intake of volunteers for the 

Southern Region is planned for April. 

The info session is an opportunity to learn 

about CJSN and how we operate as a 

volunteer network. It’s also a chance to see 

if volunteering with us is really for you. 

Those who go on to complete the training 

will participate in a two day court and/or 

Police support training program. 

The training is free and open to people 

living from Helensburgh to Ulladulla. 

Volunteers from the Koori community are 

encouraged to come along. 

Please contact the Co-ordinator if you 

would some more info about volunteering 

with CJSN , we’d love to have you . 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact CJSN 
 
SYDNEY Office 
2C/199 Regent Street 
Redfern NSW 2016 
Ph: 02 9318 0144 
Fax: 02 9318 2887 
 
HUNTER Office  
Level 1, University House, 
300 King Street, 
Newcastle NSW 2300 
Ph: 02 4921 8826 
Fax: 02 4921 8866 
 
SOUTHERN Office 
Old Berry Court  House, 
P.O. Box 422, 
Berry NSW 2535 
Ph: 02 4464 2733 
Fax: 02 4464 2733 
 
 

State-wide 24/7 Support Line 

1300 665 908 
 



 

 
 


