
The Intellectual Disability Rights Service (IDRS) is a  

specialist legal advocacy service for people with  

intellectual disability in New South Wales.  

We work with and for people with intellectual disability to 

exercise and advance their rights.  

There are four solicitors in our legal team. We provide 

legal advice to people with intellectual disabilities for a 

wide range of problems, such as complaints about abuse 

or, discrimination, guardianship, financial  

management, wills, privacy, complaints about services, 

criminal charges, AVO’s, victims’ compensation, tenancy, 

consumer complaints, fines and employment.  

Anyone in NSW can contact us. Our advice is given by 

telephone or at our office on weekdays. You can contact 

us to book a one-hour appointment. We may deal with 

some legal problems as part of our casework which 

means that we will do the legal work for you, or  

represent you at court, or both.  

 

Our service is free of charge.  

The Criminal Justice Support Network (CJSN) provides 

support persons for people with intellectual disability 

when they come into contact with the criminal justice 

system as defendants, victims or witnesses of crime. 

Support is provided at police stations, court, interviews 

with legal representatives, juvenile justice conferencing, 

community sentencing forums and court ordered  

mediations. 

Volunteer support persons are available in the following 

regions:  

 Sydney 

 Hunter, Taree 

 Illawarra/Shoalhaven, Goulburn 

 Central Coast 

 Mid-North Coast 

 Riverina 

 Central West 

 

The CJSN volunteer support persons were recently  

delighted to be announced as finalists for the 2012 Law 

and Justice Volunteer Award. The Law and Justice  

Foundation of NSW’s annual Justice Awards recognise the 

contributions that individuals and organisations have 

made to improving access to justice in NSW, particularly 

for socially and economically disadvantaged people. The 

award was presented at Parliament House on 31  

October. The award went to Elizabeth Gilmore, who is a 

long-term volunteer at Penrith Local Court as part of the  

Community Restorative Centre’s court support program, 

and we congratulate Elizabeth on the great work that she 

does. CJSN volunteers and staff who attended the 

Awards dinner enjoyed hearing about the innovative and 

creative work being done by others in the legal sector 

and the excellent address given by Father Frank Brennan 

SJ. Details about the award winners can be found on the 

Law and Justice Foundation website at  

http://www.lawfoundation.net.au/ justice_awards  

 

CJSN won this award back in 2005 when the program 

was still very young.  

A growing number of adults with intellectual disability are 

becoming parents.  When they do, they  often encounter 

opposition, lack of access to the support they need and 

prejudicial treatment.  The aim of this project is to  

support parents with intellectual disability who are  

involved the Child Protection system.  The service is 

available to parents when Community Services become   

involved.  

 

The project is staffed by Marissa Sandler (solicitor) and 

Dr. Margaret Spencer (social worker and specialist in  

parenting with intellectual disability). A parent, support 

person or legal representative can contact the project for 

legal advice, support planning advice,  information,  

referral and advocacy. The project takes on limited case 

representation. The eligibility criterion for legal  

representation is that concerns about the parent’s  

intellectual disability are the main reason for child  

protection intervention and the case is of potential public 

interest.  

 

The Project is committed to building the capacity of those 

working with parents with intellectual disability and can 

provide workshops tailored to the interests of  

participants.  

The Project is also involved in systemic advocacy and law 

reform that enables justice for adults with intellectual 

disability as parents.   

If you know someone with intellectual disability who 

could benefit from IDRS services, please help them to 

contact IDRS on the phone numbers above or contact 

IDRS on their behalf.  

Contact us… 

 

Sydney (Head Office, All Services) 

 

 Suite 2C, 199 Regent Street, Redfern NSW 2016 

 PO Box  3347, Redfern, NSW 2016 

 Tel (02) 9318 0144 

 Fax (02) 9318 2887  

 Free call 1800 666 611 (outside Sydney) 

 www.idrs.org.au  

 

Criminal Justice Support Network (CJSN)  

 

 Sydney 

 PO Box  3347, Redfern, NSW 2016 

 Tel (02) 9318 0144 

 Fax (02) 9318 2887  

 

 Hunter, Taree 

 Suite 4B, 1st Floor, Devonshire House  

206—208 King Street, Newcastle , NSW 2300 

 Tel (02) 4926 5643 

 Fax (02) 4927 8147  

 

 Illawarra/ Shoalhaven, Goulburn 

 PO Box 5460, Wollongong, NSW 2520 

 Tel (02) 4228 4040     

 Fax  (02) 4228 4640  

 

 Regional NSW  

 Free call 1800 666 611 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please contact us on  

info@idrs.org.au or call (02) 9318 0144 

Legal advice and casework 

Criminal Justice Support Network 

Parents Project 
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